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T,7 ERAL.{ Univer-sitv Vice -

-&.Chanceiior John V. i'iianiiam
became the profesor of jouroalism
in the university depanment at

Kariavatiom in.1982; by submitting
among oth'er testimoniais. an unrec-
ognised PhD he got ior i 159 from a

blackiisted universiry in the UK, it is
reiiabiy learnt.

Evidence has also ernergeC that
';ilhin sir months of joining as

prciessrr in 19ii3, Mr Vilanilam
be*me the "research guide" in
journaiism on the strength of a

{oclorate ftonr ihe Univenir-v of
Arirsterdam which was conlened on
him oniv in i9E5.

l}e Cubious Sussex degree,
printed in Latin. was ccnfened on

Proi Vilamlam in 1ff6 bv the Susse x

Ccllege of Technoiogy. Accorciing
io the prcspecnrs of the *lf-styled
universiry, the degree wouid have

acuaily cost Prof Vilanilam 4

munds rnore for the latin in which
it was printeri.

ioe aciCres of the educaiionai
nil was: Susxx Coiiege of Technol-
c':y. Dane Fiili, Halwards Heath,
Sussex. In 1976, itre 52-yearold
proprietor-governor of the college,
Dr Bruce C.open. "PhD, D.Utt,
Fora", operated from a 2&room
Viaorian mansion Lr Hapvards
Heath.

Copen rose from a corporal il the
air ibrce to ihe director cf a stri::g of
,mivenities after the war, seiling
cenifi cates in unorthc-lox treatment
in homecpathy and rariiesthesia
xluch he expiar-neri as tie "science
of peaduium detection".

Scon the gentieman spread out to
tle re:rim oi arts and letters. Any-
cne cculd bave for I &d, a 15-lesson
murse wirich the degiee-mill owner
CaraC "offereC a compiete guide
to iic deveiopment of the Eigiish
i:,rg',uge, the gamut of Engiish iiter-
arure rir,rough the rges, plus cp on

8}':mmal, speili-og, pu[ctuation axd
gublic spakirg".

.A-nother l5-lesmn course i-n eco-
ncnics was availabie for I 71. At
-le erd cf the ccurse $e sturient is
given a certific.aie i! Larr.n "suitable
ior frami:rg". It vas this exsrporal
"prof' Copen viro awarded the
Keraia Univenity Vice-Chauxilor
his fltt-cyer PhD in 1976 ]ioughly

five .vears after hoi Vilanilam iand-
ed in tie US.

Kaoq"n ia his stalidard letier !o

ttre prosoective srudena. CoPen

used {o admit " 
"he 

deqre: awarris

are not recognised by the education-

ai authorities in the UK "ald their
us€ may lx restricted "io non-

acsdemic acnvides".
This worthless Sussex dcctorate

*as apparentlY irciucied bY Proi
Vilanjlan in ius iist oi quirncetlons
io enhance his chances cf seiection
as the proiessor of journaiism. In
the evenl of r close rac: ior the Post
the <iubious <loctorate wouid have

served as the clincirer.
For Kerala Univenitlr, wirich is a

mernber of the Associrtion oi lnrii-
an Uruvenities arfiliated io the

Association of Comrnonwealth Uni-
versiries, the PhD in "proi' Copen's
bad l-adn should have 'oe 

e n un-

touchable. It is aot recognised eien

in the UK where it originates.
Withil five months of joining the

Kerala Univenitrl, in 1983, the Uni-
veniw Slnriicate Seiection Commit-
tee. heaCed bi Dr N. Narayanan
Nair, cleareci him as a research
guide on the strengih of his new
PhD norn the Universiry of Amster-
dam. But the <iirectory of the Com-
monweaith Sducators in Journalsm
acd Commuaication (1987, states
on the basis oi information provided
bv Pioi Viianiia:n himseif that he
.*as awarded ihe Amsterdam PtrD
in 19E5 exacrlv ihree vean alter he
began guidinr fie iaculty of the

Kerala anci C:licut journalism de-
gaflrnents in the PhD programme.

Prof Vilaniiam had mentioned in
rhe :rppiication ior iecognition as a

research guide that ire has a doao-
nie in ioumaiism and three years

iater he states in the direaolv that
lis doctorate Ceeree is in mass

commumcatlon.
The ninutes of the Srnciicate

panel rneerinp in 1983 (wherein the
Amsterdam PhD is mentioned well
beiore he got it) aiso show that b.v

then he had put in i7 years as a

teacher, with exactly 12 years in the
US. Prof Vilanilam leit for the US
in 1971 and retumed in eartv 1982

which renders it weil nigh impossi-
ble tor him io 'become eYen a

part-time teacher a!. the ciegree or
posr-de3ree le','el in in1- ci t"!-1rec.-1
ogniseri Americrn univenities. Al
the tine of landing in the US. he

was a Postgraduate in Eng.iish flom
the Banaras Univenity.

P;of Vilanilam's ciisinformarion at

the entry point a; the Keraia Uni-
venit'r professor is nct limiteci to tl:e
Sussex ciecoration. His aopiicalicn
showed that he hari rcruaiiv worked
pan-time in the univerisities of R.ur-

ger, Temple and Pennsvivania and

the Bucks County Ccmmuniry Coi-
le3e. The tenure stretcheri concur-
rently from i979 to 1981. Inicientai-
Iv, oniv Temcie Univenitv ccniucis
an arcredited course in journalism.

As for ihe D.Litt trom Bhagai-
pur, the universiw does not nel'e
any facuii.v in journalism or mass

communication. The 25rh eCiton of
the Handbook on Indian Univesi-
iies refen to ihe D. Lin Dsc and

PhD in several disciplires bui jour-
naiism and mass rcmmunicat:on are

ngl ooe among lhem. Accoroinq to

Prof Vil:nilam. fus D,Litr in cie'

velooment joumaiismrmeciia his-

tor.v.
Prof Yilaailam who i:ecame the

Vict-Chanceilor afler a hot chase a

iew months aso. has oeen a scnior
travel ieliow of the Association of
C.ommonwealth Univenities. Dean
of the !{ass Communication Fac.riry

in Caiicut, memc,er of the UGC
panei on junior research feilorrsirip
h mas communication, PhD ex-

anriner and member of severai Siate

advisory comnurtees on educ:rion,
ari: ald journaiism.
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fare fiogreo ?'
?/!-F.#.ts Univeniw Vice-
AChanetlor Jofr,r'Vilani-
lam has strongiy rebuned nost
of the charges iaised io the
accompan)'rng repon dunng atr

irteriew *'ith F.NS.

Plof Yilaoilam ciaine<i ihat
the so-cailed univeniry, the

Sussex Coilege of TechnologY,
had il lact corrfened on him
the PhD in 1976 ard he himsell
did not take the initiative. It
ryas a pasiol in Phiiarieiphia,
tle benef,ciary of a doctorate
kom ihe degree mill i-u Hay-
warG Heath, who advised him
to send some of his rvorxs to
Sus-sex for the PhD.

He would not say he applied
siraigit away. Someone did it
for him. He ciid not pay any

money. But he got the. PhD in
1Vl6 and that too his flrst<'rer
dcctoral deg'ee.

Q: But did it occur to You
that it couid be fake?

A: "No, I never kaew. How
t

can you call it fake? i reaiised
much later, somedme in 1983

that it was unrecognised. Dur-
r-'rg a bnef stopoYer 3t lrndon
in i983, I tried to contact thes€

Sussex people. I asked the
telephones staff to locate the
college for me. TheY failed to
do so. So what could i do?"

Q: But. Proies-.or, you had
said you didn t go to the US
just to get some PhD but You
had your owa view cf things.
Even by i976, the ;;ear of the

Su:sex decoration. it is sur.oris-

ing that you haci not learnt of
the Sussex business. Even as

eariy as i971, ihe SuntiaY

Times and later n 19?5 rhe

Iimes higher education suPPle'
ment haci carried cietar.ied in-
vestigative ieucns on ltre de-

gree milis oeloneing to the
Ikes of "prof' Cooen.?

A: "No, n'aai<1y I didn't
know. Noiiodv iold me about
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which gives hirn oniy 11 years to
teach even if he really plunged inio
teaching scon aner he reached,Phi-
iadelphia. , - --'-

By his o*n admission, he had"
spent 18 monrhs doing an ir{S prog<.
ramme in Temple'University. He
compieted the course work in i97?
but got the degree oni-v in 1975
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rhat. But arter all what is

wong with that de gree? What
do oder universiries do'l TbeY

evaluate Your work. This one

also did that. But mY xlection
has aol been on the basis of the

Sussex PhD. I did not submit it
to the Univenitv."

Q: \\'}o submitled it then?
A: "I dsn't klow. Someone

rnust have done it.'' On being

shown a clpy of the degree, he

said: "But whY <io You worrY' I
had a D Litt and a whole lot of
other Dublished wotks on the
'oasis oi which rheY selected

me. Ask the selectors lsaac.
Bahseerud.in and S.

Ramachandran Piilai'''
Q: \tnny did You cite il Your

applic.ruon the Susex PhD'
evin mentionine the name o[
"Dr" Copen? Wereo't You
aware at the time of aoPlYing

ior the iob that the degree-
giver himself had wamed in a

standar<i lefter to Prosp€chve
awarcie es against using the

award for acadernic activiries?
A: FranklY, I ciidn't krow

about the Sussex Univenilv,
and the BT€ of the degree

given.'
Q: Are','ou suggesting that it

happened merelY due to igror-
ance?

A: "You beiieve what I saY'

It ivas sheer ierrorance on my
part. I flel'er wanteC to make

use of it. Ask lhe selectors.
Thev rook me aner considerine
m.y other quaiiScations like the

Amsterdam degree."

Q: But there is an aPParent'
discrepancy. You mentioned
about Amsterdam in i983 and'
the degree is in journalism.

But later in the directory oi'
Commonweaith Edumtors in'
Journalism and Commuaica-
tion. vou say You got the Am'
sterdam degree in 1986 in mas
communication.

A: "*hat is the difference
berween PhD in journalism or
mass communrcation. It is the
same. Th"Y are intercon-
nected. I cited the Amsterdam
degree in i983 because I had
by that vear nnished the work
though the actuai degree was

awarded three years later in

Q: Here in Kerala, if some-

one finishes his dcaora.i uork
he has to wait for three Years
for possible award of the de-

gree. Wiil he be xiefled as a

research guide in the mean-
while?

A: l'io. hete thicgs are diile-
rent. It is for the universiry to

dcide. I c:nnol say anrthing
more".

Q: is it Possible to get a

D.Litt in develoPment journal-

ism or media histolv fiom Bha'
galpur UnivenitY which has no

facultv in either?
.{: iThere is no bar. Thoug}r

it may not be the Practice in

Keraia UruvenitY, Itlonb indi-
an univenities allow redslra-
tion for manv toPics alci qve

riegiees after being cleared bY

exp€fis x'ithin the counlry o(

cutside " .

Q: r\'hy was it that

dicn't cite the D.Litt in
biodata?

Al "Ycu lcok at mY aPqljca-

iion. I have menticned it ihere.

Tne appliciion is in the uil-
venitY fl]e".

Q: Can'iou aiiow rne a ia:k?
A; "l Coa't know vitre tl

is".

D.Lin and other pubiished
works". r

Q: Did the Srnrjicate Com-
rcinee, headed bv Dr N.

Narayanan Nair, decideC to

recognise vou as a research

zn:iCe on ihe basis oi Your
lmsleidam PhD and not the

D.l ;fi nor rnv other quarincr-
tions? You also rlid nt;t use !he

Su:sex cegree?
,i: 'Yes, tire ccranitie: cliri

:, .-- -\., -..,;( ^i'!,' 6p-1,'-.r

you
the


